CALVARY GUITAR INSTRUCTION – SEPTEMBER

Tuning

Warm-up 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
 

Key: C
Verse 1:
  C    /  /  F     / /     G7  / /  C  / /
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

 F   / /     C  / /   D  / /       G  / /
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

 G7   / /     C   /   /    C   /  /     Dm7  /  /
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not

F   /  /    C   /    /   G   / G7  C 
As Thou has been Thou forever wilt be.

Chorus:
 G  /  /     C  /  /
Great is Thy faithfulness!

 A  /  /     Dm  /  /
Great is Thy faithfulness!

 G7   /  / C   /  /    G  /    D  G 
Morning by morning new mercies I see.

G7   /  /  C    /  /  C    /  /    Dm7 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided

A7   /  /    C   /  /      C   /  G7 C 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Verse 2
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Verse 3:
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide.

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.

Using the dominant 7th  chord to change key

Last time we looked at the function of the 7th chord in changing key, during a song, or in-between songs. The 7th chord can be used to “set-up” the new key. Here is how to discover which 7th chord will suffice:

Every scale “degree”, or note, has a corresponding chord that may be built upon it. These chords are referred to in roman numerals, thus: 
I 
ii 
iii
 IV
 V 
vi
 vii , so in the key of A, the major scale is
A 
B
C#
 D
 E
F#
G#, or in tablature:
E-

B-

G-

  -1-2

D-
   -0-2-4-



A-0- 2- 4- 

E-    
Then we must find the fifth note of the scale, so consult your fretboard maps if necessary! The fifth note of the A major scale, (second fret on the D string), is an E note, so E7 is what we call the “five” or “V” chord in the key of A major. That is to say it’s the chord built on the fifth note of the scale. 

By finding the fifth chord of the key, we’ve discovered which 7th chord to use to change into that key, but here’s a chart if you need it!

Key



7TH chord to change to it

A



E7

Bb



F7

B



F#7

C



G7

C#



G#7

D



A7

Eb



Bb7

E



B7

F



C7

F#



C#7

G



D7

G#



D#7

If you don’t know the chord to change into the new key, you can always just stop in between songs, particularly if you use a capo… This chart should save you some time!

Simplifying complex chords
Most old hymns and choruses were written on organ or piano, for these instruments to play, usually accompanying a choir or congregation. The problem we have in a modern church setting is re-arranging them to be played on guitar, or by a contemporary praise band line-up. Whilst it is possible to play them most of them on guitar as they were meant to be played on the organ, it can sound “busy” or overdone, and can be a very trying experience for the guitar player, who ought to be entering into worship, instead of worrying about getting to the next chord! 
He Is Exalted

G   /  /   /  /  /       G/B  /  /  /  /   /        C  / /  /  /  /  C/E  /  /  D/F#  /  /  
He is exalted the King is exalted on high, I will praise Him

G  /  /  /  /   /      G/B  /  /  /  /  /      C  /  /  D/C /  /    C / /  D/C / /       Esus  /  /  E  /  /   E/D /  / /  /  /
He is exalted forever exalted and I          will         praise His          name

Am /  / Em/G /  /  D/F# /  /  D /  /   G  /  /             Bm7  /  /         C /  / G/B / /
He        is the       Lord,             forever His         truth shall       reign

Am  /  /  Em/G  /  /   D/F#  /  /   D /  /   G  /  /                    Bm7 /  /   C  /  /   G/B  /  /
Hea    -   ven and      earth,                 rejoice in His          holy        name

Am  /  /    Am/G  /  /       Fmaj9 /  /     Am7/D /  /   G  /  /  /  /  /  G /  /  /  /  / 
He is        exalted the      King is    exalted on        high

This is an example of a complex song , in a complex time signature called 6/8. This means there are six beats in the bar, but not necessarily six strums. 
Firstly, we can simplify the chords. This song has a number of “slash” chords, or chords with an alternative “root” note. Let the bass player or organ/keyboard/piano worry about this, we’re just going to play the chords to the left of the forward slashes. For example, the second chord, G/B, will now be just G!

Secondly, 7’s and 9’s on the end of chords are generally ornamental, (with the exception of the 7th chord as a pivotal chord – see p.1), so let’s get rid of all of the 7’s and 9’s!

Sus, or “suspended” chords aren’t essential, so we’ll take out the sus on the second line E.

Thirdly, as the song is relatively fast, we only really need to strum each chord once, especially if playing along with a band, as it’s going to sound too busy and crowded if we strum constantly. There’s a big difference between playing on your own and playing with a band.

So, now it’s going to look like this:-

He Is Exalted

G   
            G

          C               C         D  
He is exalted the King is exalted on high, I will praise Him

G                  G                             C         D            C        D             E          E  
He is exalted forever exalted and I          will         praise His          name

Am       Em          D         D      G  /  /                  Bm                  C      G
He        is the       Lord,             forever His         truth shall       reign

Am        Em              D          D           G                           Bm          C       G
Hea    -   ven and      earth,                 rejoice in His          holy        name

Am          Am                 F              Am                  G                G  
He is        exalted the      King is    exalted on        high

Hopefully, this looks a lot less daunting for the aspiring worship guitar player! Try simplifying some hymns and keep working on your 7th chords, to join songs together!
